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Why did Britain govern Palestine-Israel between 1920 and 1948?

The League of Nations
· The establishment of the League of Nations was an important consequence of WWI
· It was an international organisation set up with the primary aim of avoiding another world war 
· The idea was that countries would settle disputes by negotiating, and they would also commit to disarmament (reducing their weapons)
· One of the key individuals behind this was US President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson believed in self-determination

What did this mean for Palestine-Israel?
· Before WWI, Palestine-Israel had been part of the Ottoman Empire
· The Ottoman Empire had joined the war on the side of the Central powers including Germany in October 1914
· When the Central powers were defeated, who was going to govern the territories of the former Ottoman Empire? The League of Nations discussed this and came up with the idea of the Mandates system

The Mandates system
· The idea that the territories of the former German and Ottoman empires, including Palestine-Israel, would be governed by the victorious powers of WWI until the League of Nations deemed that they were ready to govern themselves 
· The territories of the former German and Ottoman empires were divided into three groups. The former territories of the Ottoman Empire in the Middle East were all Class A Mandates. This meant that their independence was recognised, but they would still be under British or French control
· This included Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Transjordan and Palestine-Israel
· Mandates were meant to be fairer than colonies because the governing power was responsible to the League of Nations, and ultimately the aim was for the territory to achieve self-determination so govern itself. In reality, however, Mandates were still quite colonial in nature

Palestine-Israel
· Britain was assigned the Mandate for Palestine-Israel in April 1920
· In July 1920, Britain established a civil administration in the country
· The Mandate was legally approved in September 1923
· Britain’s governance of Palestine lasted until 1948
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To those colonies and territories which, as a consequence of
the late war, have ceased to be under the sovereignty of the
States which formerly governed them, and which are inhabited
by peoples not yet able to stand by themselves under the strenuous
conditions of the modern world, there should be applied the
principle that the well-being and development of such peoples
form a sacred trust of civilisation, and that securities for the per-
formance of this trust should be embodied in this Covenant.

The best method of giving practical effect to this principle
is that the tutelage of such peoples should be entrusted to advanced
nations who, by reason of their resources, their cxperience, or
their geographical position can best undertake this responsi-
bility, and who are willing to accept it, and that this tutelage
should be exercised by them as Mandatories on behalf of the
League.

The character of the mandatec must differ according to the
stage of the development of the people, the geographical situation
of the territory, its economic conditions, and other similar circum-

Certain communities formerly belonging to the Turkish
Empire have reached a stage of development where their existence
as independent nations can be provisionally recognised subject
to the rendering of administrative advice and assistance by a
Mandatory until such time as they are able to stand alone. The
wlshes of these commumtxes must be a principal consideration

Othet peoples, especm ly A
stage that the Mandatory must be responsible for the administra-
tion of the territory under conditions which will guarantee
freedom of conscience and religion, subject only to the main-
tenance of public order and morals, the prohibition of abuses
such as the slave trade, the arms traffic, and the liquor traffic,
and the prevention of the cstablishment of fortifications or
military and naval bases and of military training of the natives
for other than police purposcs and the defence of territory, and
will also secure equnl opportumtlcs for the trade and commerce

Thete are hemtones,
of the South Pacific Islands, which, owing to the sparseness of
their population, or their small size, or their remoteness from the
centres of civilisation, or their geographical contiguity to the
territory of the Mandatory, and other circumstances, can be
best administered under the laws of the Mandatory as integral
portions of its territory, subject to the safeguards above mentioned
digenous population.

In every case of mandate, the Mandatory shall render to the
Cotincil an annual report in reference to the territory committed
to its charge.




